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TANAPA - Ruaha National Park

Representatives from TANAPA emphasized the critical
link between environmental conservation and public
participation.

"Ruaha is not just a park—it’s a living ecosystem that
sustains livelihoods. Engaging the community through
sporting events deepens their appreciation for
conservation,” stated the TANAPA Park Warden during
the <ag-off ceremony.

Ununio Beach Park and Mabata Makali Lodge

Tourism stakeholders like Ununio Beach Park and Mabata Lodge provided vital
hospitality and promotional support. Their partnership highlighted the role of eco-
tourism in conservation advocacy.

"Eventslike this create lasting impressions—guests don’t just visit, they learn, support,
andreturn, "said the Director of Mabata Makali Lodge.

Office of the Iringa Regional Commissioner

In his opening speech, Mr. KheriJames, the Regional
Commissioner of Iringa, praised the event’s integration
of development goals.

"Thisis how we build the future—by creatingplatforms
that connect environment, youth, and economic
opportunity. We commend SYDP for theirboldvision,"
he remarked.
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Localleaders, including Ward Executives and community
coordinators, facilitated mobilization, security, and
participant coordination under the leadership of District
Commissioner Hon. Benjamini Sitta.

“This is the first time many young people in our district
are engaging in a regional-scale event. It’s inspiring to
see them take pride in their surroundings,” noted Hon.
Benjamini Sitta, District Commissioner.

6 Community-Based Organizations and Volunteers

Over 20 volunteers and several grassroots organizations played essential roles in
outreach, registration, and on-the-ground coordination. Their commitment reflected
deep community ownership of the event.

"We are not just participants—we are custodians of the Great Ruaha. Today we run for
the river, tomorrow we protectit,” said a youth leader from alocal CBO.

WHY THESE PARTNERSHIPS MATTER?

The success of the Great Ruaha Marathon reflects a larger truth: transformative change
requires collaboration. From national institutions to small community groups, each partner
brought unique value—resources, reach, credibility, or passion. Together, they formed a
coalition not just for a single event, but for a sustainable movement.

By fostering these cross-cutting partnerships, SYDP demonstrates that inclusive,
community-led programs can influence both hearts and policies. This approach ensures that
initiatives are not only implemented—but embraced, scaled, and sustained.
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